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OlE{H 4 XIZAH|B | Interview by ChaosGroup

Gero LangHeinrich discovered his passion for art, design and being cre—
ative early in his life. As a kid he loved to draw and design things. In ad—
dition to his interest in design, he has always been fond of technology. His
education was a natural continuation of his childhood interests. He chose
the Media Technology program at the University of Applied Science in

Deggendorf that successfully combined both his interests. He graduated in

October 2013 as a Bachelor of Engineering.
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Tell us about your learning experience at the University
of Applied Science,

The first semester was informative but also quite basic, so
| decided to widen my horizon by learning one additional
software package each semester. | started with lllustrator,
the second semester | decided to learn Photoshop and in
the third semester | got in touch with After Effects. That was
the time when | became very interested in creating effects
in addition to motion picture. So | went on to learn Cinema
4D and 3ds Max. In the beginning of 2013 | got the chance
to be part of the team of a Hollywood short called “Before
it's too late” as a VFX Artist and Supervisor on set. That was
a big challenge because | didn't have a lot of experience
yet even though I've tried to learn as much as | can about
3D, VFX, Tracking etc. And because | really liked that kind

of work | decided to write my Bachelor thesis about that.
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What do you think are the important skills and qualities that
you developed at the university that make a good 3D artist?
| think the most important thing | learned at the university is that
it is important to develop a good overview over every kind of
software, every kind of plugin so that you are always able to

know which one to use to achieve want you want.
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How did you come up with the idea about the “Before it's
too late” project ?

In the beginning of 2013 | spent 3 months in Los Angeles, The
idea about that project came when | did some location scout—
ing in Los Angeles. The producer, the director and | were
talking about a way to get a more intense feeling for a car
accident scene. The director suggested a very slow motion
shot. But then the producer said that’s not possible because
slow motion cameras are expensive to rent, So they asked
me if it's possible to create a similar effect and they sug—
gested the effect known from “The Matrix”. And | remembered
a commercial from Philips and the making of | watched. They
created that effect and explained how their workflow was. So |

said: “Yes, sure, | will find a way to make it work!”
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Which were the most challenging aspects of this short?
What technical approach did you use to solve them?

The most challenging part was to find the right way to track
the shot and solve a virtual camera. When | tracked it the
first time | wasn't happy with the result. So | decided to use
different kinds of tracking software and went on with the

best result.
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Six Realms

Chapter O1 - Mountaing
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